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[ Abstract | Objective To investigate the mechanism of autoinducer-2 ( AI-2) in relieving intestinal
injury in neonatal mouse model of necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC). Methods Thirty-six 7-day-old C57BL/
6] mice were randomly divided into Control group (fed by mother mice) , NEC group (NEC model induced by
formula+lipopolysaccharide administration, hypoxia and cold stress), and NEC+AI-2 group ( AI-2 solution
added to the modeled formula milk) , with 12 mice in each group. The body weight and survival rate of each
group were recorded during the modeling period. In 3 d after modeling, the mice were euthanized, and the
histopathological changes in the terminal ileum were observed using HE staining. The mRNA expression levels
of aryl hydrocarbon receptor ( AHR), cytochrome P450 1A1 ( CYP1Al), TNF-a, IL-6 and IL-22 in
intestinal tissue were detected with RT-qPCR. The protein levels of AHR and CYP1A1 in intestinal tissues

were measured with Western blotting. The contents of TNF-a, IL-6 and IL-22 in intestinal tissues were
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detected using enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay ( ELISA). Results The survival rate of neonatal rats was
significantly higher in the NEC+AI-2 group than the NEC group (91.7% wvs 66. 7%, P<0.05). The NEC+
AI-2 group had obviously lower intestinal pathological injury score (1.33+0.21 vs 2. 67+0. 33, P<0.05),
increased mRNA and protein levels of AHR and CYPIAl in intestinal tissues (P <0. 05), decreased

expression levels of pro-inflammatory factors TNF-o and IL-6 in intestinal tissues ( P<0.05) , while increased

expression level of anti-inflammatory factor 1L-22 (P < 0. 05) when compared with the NEC group.

Furthermore, the expression and activation of intestinal AHR were negatively correlated with the intestinal

pathological injury score ( P<0.001). Conclusion

Al-2 alleviates intestinal injury in neonatal mice with

NEC by activating AHR to regulate inflammatory response.
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B4k LR FE /N 5 45 1 % ( neonatal necrotizing
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i o WFFEHRE R UK 238> 1 a 19 NEC #3842 LR 4t
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755> F-2( Autoinducer-2, AI1-2) 2 QS RFEFHY—&
EEESH T BIERY, A2 5 NEC gkl e
FYIAOC, 2 NEC & LsE AT-2 KF-FEAIR, R
WELTE .

FEIE 3K (aryl hydrocarbon receptor, AHR) J&—
FECARARE (1% S R, Tz RIX Tl Z R 4, &
FEE OIS A S ¥ iz MR, 2 5 AL 58 03 AL S
VA A R DRSE R AHR LE 4RI
B R A T B A . AT AT 1 i A
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R R A, S BUB EAL TRE,
FEATHEN AT-2 W] B8 38 1 % AHR J8 5% NEC i iE 24
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PIRR AHR 78 AL-2 S BRI IEPE N &5 1 9 v
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10 1 8~10 J& SPF 4% C57BL /6] /MK, 1Ak i &
18.0~20.0 g( Wy {5 IR =R K 2= 2l S50 o0, 1) 572
FHEEKERKAME ILEE R i hG) o Hil
6 HUHER 4 HE%, &%) 21 R/ANRIEHR 731, B
2B R A SR AT IR T d IR AR R T LI, AN, 1R
[y 3.0~3.5 g, AMFFEIE LT PR R 2= E L
P2 ¢ 31 1) 52 56 v 0 18 BT A 2 DR At v (It oE SC
2. CHCMU-TACUC20230529009) .
1.2 E2ALE KA

AT 5T 3 R FH A AR R R A - AL-2 BR ofE TR
(Omm A wl, £ H), I§ £ W (Sigma A 7], £ H),
Trizol (#irg SR AYY, TP ) | Bt i N S i) 2
it PCR 7] (TaKaRa A #], HAS) , 51497 (ALt 28},
) . A EBOAF & BCA & & 2K
& (Lo dLE, H ), SDS-PAGE Ha TR BE R AC il 157 &
( i HERG, ) , AHR Rabbit & (# = &,
) ,CYP1A1 Rabbit Hii& (FpM4EZ:, dE) ,0. 22 pm
PVDF Ji ( Millipore 23 &), #8[5 ) . TNF-o £ U357 &
(AbsePuiEss, R E) , 1L-6 ELISA (L&, D ,
IL-22 ELISA £ 357 & QRN R, hE) . CFX-
96 7 HE = PCR Y . HL Yk {Y ( Bio-Rad, £ [H ) , BioTek
Synergy H1 Jiff b5 43 A il 55 38 25 .0 A1 . NanoDrop 2000
(Thermo, 3£ H)
1.3 %k
13,1 SERmsiysral b ARIEREILECE R
Wik 7 d 14 SPF 4% C57BL /6 /N4 M 3 24 : Control
A IR Nm I R4 (NEC 4H) , AL-2 3597 4 (NEC
+AL2 41) , A4l 12 H, Control 41/ L £ BLIE 5%,
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NEC 4l NEC+AI-2 4H4%Z 18 WANG'"™ . ZOU" " 251y )y
%55 NEC BAY, 4 BRUA 77 T EE (36+1)C IR
45% ~60% [ H iR PR B A v, PICC & HE B HL 95 (30 ~
50 pl/g), 5 W/d (08: 00, 12: 00, 16: 00, 20: 00,
24:00) o KA B BRAEAE , L 10 L/ min J7i & 17 4
WIEA 100 %8S, FrAa N AR ERE 2 0 B 4R T
iF,90 s J5 K8 A BUBCHE S7 B A 4 °C vk A ol
10 min,2 ¥X/d(10:00.,22:00) ;LPS (5 mg /ke) #EH,
1 R/d;iESE 3 d, AL-2 59741 NEC @5 75 15 [/ NEC
B AEBCTT Wk oA AT-2 R (AL-2 2k Ry
500 nmol/L)

1.3.2 g AR R — s oOuss Wi
BURSHICIRAS (TG sh B B 5 T IR D I A T Bk
BT NS, B H W REBETIC SR8 /N R &
KAEMAR, 5F 24 h et &4/ RAAEAS L

1.3.3 A BRGIE N A YRAE R AL-2 35 M)

FH 800WL 2216E J 1A K 57 e wh g g /N B 1] iy R 5
1, PTG TR A W NS0 WA 8500 o B (TR
Wy J A IR IRAE-80 °C i T A 4E N B 45 T Ak
BB170 5 A & 1 /9 AL-2 35 %, ¥ BB170 T bk 7E
2216F A 353 A4 K (30 °C,18 h) , 314 1:5 000
ofs P T B0 58 1) 2216F MR 15 37 56 b, A S TAE
o SRJ5 K 180 pL BB170 FBEFIA 96 £LINE #
W, Z 5 53 20 WL FREIFEAS (1 pumol/L AL-2 i
VAR (BHPERT IR ), F1 2216F WA 55 35 35 (B R IR ) LU
TIA 96 FLARLAF=A: 200 WL FEZAAFR, IRt LA 30 °C
120 v/min $£3f, 5 30 min Ji5, fifi ] BioTek Synergy
H1 {2843 30 min 5 — W AR & 6R B, B 3 B o
XiF R e fe/Mb o REASHIR R EE REAR KOS
PRER R Z L .

1.3.4 FAREGASGAL HE et L5 R
12 h 525 4/ N BRI Sk AR 58 U A+ 48 1 = H
B, s AR, M i RIRTEZS o BRIt v 2
1 em A1 2057 BV 4% 22 38 B [ 2 24 b, Bl
FEREMBK 3, JFUI R 4 wm B EE] A, 22 HE 3
5, TE2E AR LA [l i oK i i 188 4 405 B
2R, MR SODHI 25 Br i3 i XU 147 i 41
LG TESr:0 3, Wil Se S ToH; 1 43, ooty b B i
2 0 TP BB 3 O, BB AL, R IR
B34 4%, W iE B BEVEIRSE . B BIAR AR LSR8 3 A4
B IFBCFME, 153 =2 431 NEC,

1.3.5 %t i PCR YLK I BT AR BRUIRT A 4128 Ahr
Cyplal . Tnf-a JL-6 IL-22 mRNA [{)ZRik1E jeiyinkan

FAEHE/ N A7 2~ 3 em JHZHZ( 2 20 mg) Pk
fEF-80 C, Trizol JLFZHUH AL LG RNA, 400t
FETHIE BEASFEAS RNA W BE, BT pg B RNA [ 5%
A ¢DNA 325 DL cDNA SHAR Y 1 Ahr Cyplal , Tnf-a .
IL-6 IL-22 ,Gapdh FjP 2, qPCR JZ I 21195 °C i
A5 30 5,95 CARPE 5 5,60 °C 3Bk 30 s, 4t 40 ~F
Ho RA 270 gttt H SRR A X Sk i 5
PIPHI 1,

®1 SIMFIIRKE

FEH FIMFFSI(5'—3") KB (bp)
Ahr 1E L : ATGTCCATGTATCAGTGCCAG 21
Jz L : CTGCTCAAGTCGGACGAATAG 21
Cyplal 1E X : TTTGTGAACCAGTGGCAGGT 20
J2 SL: TCTCCGATGCACTTTCGCTT 20
Tnf-a 1E L : TTCCGAATTCACTGAGCCTCGAA 23
Jz L : TGCACCTCAGGGAAGAATCTGGAA 24
IL-6 1E L : CCAATTTCCAATGCTCTCCT 20
JZ L : ACCACAGTGAGGAATGTCCA 20
IL-22 1F L : CATACATCGTCAACCGCACCT 21
Jz2 SL: TCCCCGATGAGCCGGACA 18
Gapdh 1E . CTTCTCCTGCAGCCTCGT 18
Jz SL: TCATCCACCTCCCCACAGTA 20

1.3.6  FRIER Ape 12 A i A B ] iz ZH 220 i [ 5 2
FIERBKF KA RAF O I L0 F B L g
HYUIMA 9 mL BEEREL 2% 1l (PBS) 1 LA I AR B
A B PBS, [w] B fim A B A B AR R
(1:1000),5 5800 (4 C .14 000 xg .10 min) , B
BV 1) RV B BT A £ B AR v s LA R DU A
100 pL (52 AL S ARMEII 2R ) , I LA 100 I
AEWRADUE R HTR ST, 37 CHEE 2 h, Witk 4 1%,
JEIRALER AR, B AL SO pL ITATEZE 59, 1R 5,
37 CHFHE 30 min, PEAR 4 UC, WEOCINA AW K2k
¥, 181 BioTek Synergy H1 {5 450 nm WG(H,
T2 B be e il 222 O8R4 A St B A
TNF-o \IL-6 . IL-22 ZE H & o

1.3.7 2 Jon B vk A g AR Bl i 41 20 AHR
CYPIAL yEHRIKKF B 20 mg HriEndl 41 E
F 200 plL HHAZLEA (2 200 wL Lysis buffer (2 pL
PMSF 0. 2wl A2 B0 500 A0 2 L B8 R 410 il
A L AR R B G (4 °C (14 000 Xg (10 min) , JX |
15, BCA 1200 &l 85 Ok B2 . P BEm S + =
PR IRANAE S 2 o LA 4 1 ELBNR & SRS TE 46
JEIEHAENE 10 ming FLYKIF BT E I F 2 PVDF
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JBE, 5% BN W k3 76 23 T B 1 h, TBST PR 3 1K, 7E
AHR CYPIAL —$iprh 4 CHEE I, O H AR —Hi
WRWEE 1 h, PEWE 3 WS f#i F Bio-Rad ChemiDoc™
Touch AR RGEHAT AR . T Tmage Lab FF I &
HIE S B-actin JKEEH LLIA , AHXS € =34 H 92
H&IL,
1.4 %itFoH

X SPSS 25. 0 #1 GraphPad Prism 9. 0 %4443 #r
MZE, R x=s Fom IER 50 i H 7 22 55 1 6 &8 %%
b Z 2 B HBCR F B R 5 22 50 M, >R LSD ik
ATEH B P G LA 2R A7 73 B R F- Kaplan-Meier 555
K] Spearman I FEATHHICHE M. KK HE «=0. 05,
P<0.05 FmEmAgIE L.

2 HR

2.1 Al2 B E# 4 S NEC BAK KRB RAE R

KA 8o 3 4B A /N N AP b i AT-2 K
V- NEC 284 BRI e AT-2 AR A ) A REAR T
Control 4111 NEC+AI-2 4 (1=-2.723,P=0. 047;1 =
-2.831,P=0.038), 7ESLH i F, Control 4134 B
FER G B B AT, JCIE K IE TS s NEC 41587 4 B BKG
PHEZBE , 1% Bl b, B ENR , KT R T, A W]
JEMK TS, &8 43 IR s NEC + AT-2 20 387 4= B3
NEC 2H/]N i 3l & B 34 0, 6 T, 843/ B
HIE K RS .

#HAR 72 h J5  NEC 4134 B R (4 i T F
B2 2 F Control 411 NEC+AL-2 4] (1=-7.298, P<
0.001;:=-2.168,P=0.116), L. [& 1B, NEC 4] g
WilE] 4 FE A BB TS (4/12,33. 3%) , NEC+AL-2 4]

1 HU/NRBET-(1/12,8.3%) 3 IR/ NRAAF R HEG S
TR L (P=0.036 5) , LK 1C,
2.2 AL-2 % #4714 R NEC A 44 1738 Hits

AHR WLZZH] DL, : Control ZH 87 A= B 4 25 Ah W A
B IR, I E TS 5K, B BE TG K L I L3RBT
NEC 215845 UV 38 W1 2 55K, i BE 7K b B A2 AR 2k
FEHUAE s NEC + AL-2 4145 /b i BUS RK i, JE I
(FE2A) . 685N W2 R « Control 214 g I
MMHESE ST, B E R, FE T 2 VL2 Tk 43
23 NEC A I 454 25 , 384y S B V% IR AL, [
A IZ BT 257 8 WUZASHE 3800 1 B i B3 BESR
Bt s NEC+AL-2 41 7 40 209 B0 3458 NEC 21 BH I J 4
CEMTEAIEAIE R LB MK, TCHLTE IRBE, A 2
WUZEERE Rk (& 2B) o ik B 45 P 43 /i, NEC 41
SR IE S B 2 55 F Control 41 (1=8.281,P<0.001),
AT-2 100 J5 5 BRA0 A0 V7 53 W1 R BEAIK (1= —4. 140, P =
0.003, & 2C) .
2.3 Al-2 FHJG# A R NEC A4 20 42 & AHR

CYP1AL # # ik K3 An

RT-qPCR #i #] NEC 41 Ahr K HF i #0 56 A
Cyplal mRNA (1335 7K %5 Control #H B & B Al (¢ =
-9.016,P<0.001;¢=-5.411,P<0.001) ,NEC+AI-2 4]
H Ahr 1 Cyplal mRNA #3535 /K5 NEC 41 B &g 7
25 (1=8.941,P<0.001;¢=>5. 813,P<0.001) , VL& 3A .
B, [Ali}, Western blot &% NEC 20 AHR 1 CYP1A1
HHFIEKFEH Control 4 H B FFAK (1=-3.336,P=
0.005;¢=-4.532,P<0.001) ; NEC+AI-2 4] AHR f/I
CYPIA1 5 kK48 NEC 40 8 7 (1=3. 573,
P=0.003;:=6.031,P<0.001) , L& 3C~E,

1.0 5.0 -1 -e~ Control
b -# NEC

0.8 4.5 < = NEC+AI2
e
j:( 0.6 mﬁ 40
b i
H 044 £ 35
=
z a

0.2 - 3.0 =

0.0 - 25 T T

Control4l NECZ NEC+AI-241 7 8
A3 A I Til/d

100 t L |
75 —L- Control
1< - NEC
¥ — NECH+AI2
¥
50 4
» &
4
a 25
LogRank P=0.0365
T 0 T T 1
10 7 8 ‘ 9 10
B I IB)/d C

A B NEH T A2 AT AR A R EM T 4R (n=6);B: P RAEH 7.8.9.10 KA K E LK (n=12);a:P<0.05,5
Control 283645, b: P<0.05,%5 NEC 2a3t4:;C. MR A B H 7.8.9.10 X #94A AH L (n=12,LogRank P=0.036 5)

E1 3ENRBAETYH AL2 KERERAE—RFR (xxs)
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200 1%
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B2 3ANMRBALHNKXEREESTFEZLET (n=6,ks)

1.5 mm 1.5 —
@ X b
® b -
£ 10 £ 10 Controli  NECHl  NEC+AL24
= ZOLHOS LAl NS L)
2 £ AHR(105<10'- > | u— —
> - 4
g 05 a % 0.5 = CYP1A1(58%10%)— > -
: . — -
-~ ~
) 5 Pacin2e10) > S — —
0.0 © 0.0 =
ControlZl NECZ NEC+AI-24H ControlZd NEC# NEC+AI-24
28 5 A ZH 5 B C
0.6 1.0
b b
0.8
g 04 §
$ <& 0.6
(=% m~,
% = 04 a
0.2 &
Q
a 0.2
0.0 0.0 =
Control4l NECZH NEC+AI-24 ControlZl NEC# NEC+AI-241
A5 D 45 E

AL BB R LR Ahr R R R E AR T (n=4);B. &0 AR T Cyplal ARG REKFE (n=6);C . &M
284% AHR .CYP1A1 B-actin &3 ;D . &40 AHAL AHR £ 54 (n=6);E . &/ M2 CYP1AL £ & 047
(n=6) a:P<0.05,% Control 2}t ;b.P<0.05,5 NEC 28 b &

3 RT-qPCR #1 Western blot # il & /R IF2HZ AHR 1 CYP1A1 f9RiEKE  (xxs)
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2.4 #HARMmuE P AHR CYP1ALl £k K-F 5 Mg
FREAh 2 Ak
Spearman FHICPE 43T 45 4 27 : AHR 1 CYP1A1
)8 [ R8T 58 A RIS AL 48U B 0577 0 2 21 i
FINAAIICIEFR (P<0.001, 8] 4A,4B) .

rs=-0.724
o P =0.0007

15=-0.670
P=10.0023

o
o
.

AHR/B-actin
=] =1
o s
Iv.wl
CYP1A1/B-actin
=
]
® 000
Yy X
o

(]
$
L]
0.0 —r— ¢ 0.0 —
0 1 2 3 4 5 0 1 2 3 4 S
S L HRGURE LTS B

A &0 R4 AHR & G Aast ik 25 R R 3545
AR H (n=18);B. &0 Kma LR CYPIAL & &
st AR E L REBAYG R0 XS (n=18)

INRIFALR S AHR CYPIAL RiZESHERHIT

2.5 A2 FHAP# 4R NEC BAHALEF K ER
F KR

RT-qPCR 7~ NEC 4158 A= B 4H 8 2 5E X+
Tnf-oc 1 1L-6 mRNA 7K %% Control 2H HH & T 75 (¢ =
8.149,P<0.001;:=4.369,P<0.01) , H.4l % A FIL-22
mRNA /KB 3 R (1=-4.237,P<0.01) ; ffif NEC+
AL2 458 A R R A R Tnf-a F1 IL-6 mRNA 7K-F-45
NEC ZH B 5 P4k (¢ =-8. 244 ,P<0. 001 ;:=-3. 676, P<
0.01) ,IL-22 mRNA JK-F 3 (¢=5.061,P<0.01), &L
Kl SA ~ C, ELISA £l %7 A& [ iz 20 21 v TNF-o il
IL-6 & 3¢ 34 K F .78 NEC 4H W] i % T Control 2H
(t=7.740,P<0.01;¢=7.373,P<0.01), IL-22 %
EAKE T (1=-6. 663, P<0.001) ; NEC+AL-2 4] #i4
B i 4LH TNF-o F1 1L-6 25 k4 NEC 441
BREK(1=-7.922,P<0.001;¢:=~7.798,P<0.001),
1L-22 B /KF i (1=4. 646,P<0.01) , ILE 5D~F,

SR XS T
15 25— 1.5 -
5 5 5 b
i a I iz
ﬁ Elg 20 X
: i ® Ko o4
= 10 R 15 =10
juang oI
= = =<
< < <
& Z 10 %
g 57 ] e 0.5
3
© . b N a
. > 5 8N
E:? b = =
0= 0= 0.0 -
Control4l NECZ NEC+AI-24 Control4l NECZL NEC+AI-241 Control4] NEC4] NEC+AI-24
20 51 A 20 51 B 40 54 C
500 50 300 1
E a . e
E
2 400 B 40 ® b
- =% <200
B 300 B 30 I
(;E[ & 41
' o N
% 200 - 5 20+ b q
= = 1007
< N ‘\\
= 100 F 10+ p ¢
N b B R
0= 0= 0=
Controll NEC# NEC+AI-24 Controll NEC#1 NEC+AT-24H Controll NEC# NEC+AI-24
2H 51 D H 5 E 20 51 F

A &8 AR 2R Tnf-a mRNA R A KF (n=5);B: &0/ KA L IL-6 mRNA kA KF(n=5);C. & KL IL-22
mRNA £ ERKF(n=5);D; &4 XA TNF-o F G RANKT (n=4);E. B8 DK HAR IL-6 G REKRF(n=5);F. &

s R IL-22 & 8 kA KT (n=5);

a:P<0.05,%5 Control 28 }b45 ;b P<0.05,5 NEC 48tz

B S5 3ANRBAREREFRIEKE (vs)
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3.1 NEC #9853k

NEC 2557 A= L 5 TR i ™ o 14 15 1 1 5
Z—. BAREERET TBARA S  EImEE ik
2369710 SRITT L 2 20% ~ 50% 1 8 LRHRSF G TG
BT T ARIBIT . AN, FASSEEILI
FET- R 3 1 , 3F HoR JS AT RE o 8™ & 1 IF &
HEV . FRT NEC (9 2 AL AR 58 35 48, th e =
St R A B0RT B . L Ak 136 B B S Ak
REfg5 NEC & s bisoes
3.2 AHR AL 437 1h 8 51044 25 69 AUk IR 3T

AHR 2 447 17 38 B A 25 1) S SR 4 IR 7o OF
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